Biochemical features of anergic T cells.
T cell anergy is a functionally defined state of hyporesponsiveness in which T cells neither proliferate nor produce IL2 following subsequent TCR ligation. Recent biochemical data from in vitro studies suggest that anergic cells do not utilize all of the signaling pathways normally initiated by TCR triggering. These findings appear to hold true for T cells rendered anergic in vivo, as well; however, biochemical studies on clonal anergy in vivo have been limited by the inability to recover a homogeneous population of anergic T cells. Here we review progress on TCR mediated signaling pathways as well as the description of surface marker phenotypes specific to T cell anergy.